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and their pretensions of spiritual superiority, some-
times; at one time especially in southern India in
a period of acute religious differences, even local
outbreaks of active mutual tyranny and cruelty.
But these Things have never taken the proportions
which they assumed in Europe; they have been
confined for the most part to the minor forms of
polemical attack, intolerance and social obstruction
or ostracism and have transgressed very littie across
the line to the major forms of persecution. Behind,
these weaknesses of human egoism there has stood
always in India the saving perception of the higher
spiritual mind, which has had its effect on the mass
mentality, the living perception that since the minds^
the temperaments, the intellectual affinities of men
are unlimited in their variety, a perfect liberty of
thought and of worship must be allowed to the
individual in his approach to the Infinite....The
fundamental idea of Indian religion, the recognition
of a one and finite Godhead who can be approached
and worshipped through any of his infinite aspects, a
supreme and supracosmic Existence which manifests
itself in the cosmos and enters into multitudinous
rektions with the souls in the universe who are one
with or part of its own being, gives a many-sided,
appearance to Indian cult and spiritual experience...
When the Indian mind sees the One without a second,
it still admits his duality of Spirit and Nature, his
many trinities, his million aspects. When it concen-
trates on a single limiting aspect of the Divinity and